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Are you having trouble reading the small print? 
Large text version of this brochure is available, contact

028 9049 4566 to order. Braille version also available.
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connection
events at a glance...
Jan- Feb Ray Elwood Exhibition of Work carried Cregagh Studio Ongoing n/a

out as artist in residence.

Wed 3rd Feb Dundonald Arts, Aaron Loughran (Are you sure it’s real?) Gilnahirk Presbyterian Hall 7pm Annual membership

First Friday Music: Keith McVeigh Jazz Trio Castlereagh Civic Centre  1pm-2pm £3 - £2 group rate/ 
Performance Feb 5th Function Suite students/elderly

Tuesday Nights Creative Writing lessons with Anne Harris. Castlereagh Civic Centre 7.00-9pm £15
16th Feb-March 23rd Tuesday evenings for 6 weeks. 15 people. Waiting Room

Feb 17th-21st Centre Stage presents “THAT WOMAN AT RATHARD” Belvoir Players Studio 8pm Subscription £12.00 
by Sam Hanna Bell (Concession £10.00)

Wed 17th Feb Dundonald Arts, Ray Elwood (Critique) Gilnahirk Presbyterian Hall 7pm Annual membership

18th Feb Yarn Spinners - Contact Tullycarnet library Tullycarnet library 7pm £4  T: 028 9048 5079 

Feb 24th Nashville Songwriters - One concert Castlereagh Civic Centre 
Jason Bloom, Madeline Slate, Thomm Jutz Function Suite 7pm £5

& other venues tbc

Feb 25th-27th Clarence Players present “DANCING AT LUGHNASA” Belvoir Players Studio 8pm Subscription £8.00 
by Brian Friel (Concession £6.00)

Feb 25th & 26th Dundonald Association of Music and Drama Dundonald Library, 8pm Free
HAZEL KIRK Church Road, Dundonald

Wed 3rd March Dundonald Arts, Neil Shawcross (Slide Presentation) Gilnahirk Presbyterian Hall 7pm Annual membership

First Friday Music: Wookalily Castlereagh Civic Centre  1pm-2pm £3 - £2 group rate/
Performance Function Suite students/ elderly
March 5th

March 3rd- 6th Belvoir Players present “UNRAVELLING THE RIBBON” Belvoir Players Studio 8pm Subscription £8.00
by Mary Kelly & Maureen White (Concession £6.00)

March 8th Classics in the Library Tullycarnet Library 2pm £3 *School Rate

March 12th New Lyric Operatic Company - Belvoir Players Studio 8pm Subscription £12.00 
“BROADWAY BLOCKBUSTER” (Concession £10.00)

March 13th Ballycoan Pipe Band in Concert Belvoir Players Studio 8pm Subscription £8.00 
(Concession £6.00)

Wed 17th March Dundonald Arts, Rosemary Gifford (A touch of Abstract) Gilnahirk Presbyterian Hall 7pm Annual membership

18th March Yarn Spinners - Contact Tullycarnet library Tullycarnet library 7pm £4  T: 028 9048 5079

March 23rd-26th Southbank Theatre Company present “TWELFTH NIGHT” Belvoir Players Studio 8pm Subscription £8.00 
by William Shakespeare (Concession £6.00)

15th April Yarn Spinners - Contact Tullycarnet library Tullycarnet library 7pm £4  T: 028 9048 5079

Wed 14th April Dundonald Arts, David McClelland (Portrait studies) Gilnahirk Presbyterian Hall 7pm Annual membership

April Music in the Borough, Lockkeepers Lockkeepers Cottage Times and dates in April TBC 
with venues/artists

April Music in the Borough, Castlereagh Hills Castlereagh Hills Times and dates in April TBC 
with venues/artists

First Friday Drama; A Play in the Day Dramatic performance Castlereagh Civic Centre 1pm-2pm £3 - £2 group rate/
Performance  Function Suite students/ elderly
April 9th

April 21st Presentation by Head of Visual Arts at the Cregagh Library 7-8pm Free
Arts Council on new works



Welcome to the sixth issue of ‘Cultural
Connection’, Castlereagh Borough Council’s
ultimate guide to arts and cultural events
happening in your Borough. Look out for new
issues of ‘Cultural Connection’ in the autumn,
spring and summer every year.

The Autumn programme was a fantastic
success, with a diverse range of events,
including the Rehearsed Reading series
featuring the cream of Northern Irish acting
talent including Lalor Roddy, Paul Kennedy,
Roma Tomelty among others; Literary 
talks in November, featuring internationally
renowned fiction writers, Ian MacDonald and

Annie MacCartney; the inaugural Sam Hanna
Bell festival, and the continuing tour of Ray
Elwood’s work as Artist in Residence.

This Spring we will continue our sponsorship
of existing groups such as the Dundonald
Arts Club and Belvoir Players studio, to bring
some of Northern Ireland’s top visual artists
and performers to your area, while providing
a variety of other arts events for your
enjoyment and participation. We welcome 
the return of the First Friday Afternoon
performance, which offers you the chance to
watch professional actors, musicians and
artists every month in the council buildings.

If you have suggestions for new types of
events you would like to see in your Borough,

please feel free to call me anytime. If you are
picking this up from an arts venue or café,
why not call me and join our mailing list and
receive our programme by email or post 3
times a year. Look forward to seeing you at
an event soon.

Conor Maguire
Arts Officer

Contact us
Castlereagh Arts
Castlereagh Borough Council
Civic & Administrative Offices
Bradford Court, Upper Galwally
Castlereagh BT8 6RB
T: 028 9049 4566
E: arts@castlereagh.gov.uk

As we list events offered by a variety of
organizations, booking systems vary. In most
cases, however, the following applies:

3 Telephone to reserve a place.
3 Pick up ticket at the venue on the door.
3 Box office opens 20 minutes before. 
3 Latecomers cannot be guaranteed 

their seat.

For Castlereagh Arts events, the Arts Officer
will not reply to booking messages unless the
event is sold out, please assume your place is
reserved once you have rung and left your
name and contact details with the Council on
the number listed. Don’t forget to leave your
phone number!

Castlereagh Community Arts

Castlereagh Borough Council run a variety of
community arts projects throughout the year
which link with community development
projects in the area. We are currently
working on encouraging active participation
in writing with a broad age range. We have
been helping a new drama group (Dundonald
Association of Music & Drama) who will
perform in February; an arts group for
children with physical disabilities; a mural

project with Ballybeen Women’s Centre; we
aim to start a graffiti art project in Cairnshill
in February. If your group wishes to run a
community partnership project with
Castlereagh Arts, or you see a need in the
community that Arts may be best capable 
to deal with, please get in touch.

Arts Funding for Groups
Castlereagh Borough Council offers a variety
of funding opportunities for constituted
groups in Castlereagh who wish to run their
own arts and cultural diversity projects
or festivals.

Arts Development Grants
Awards of up to £200.  Contact the Arts
Officer for details on 028 90494566.

Good Relations Grant Aid
Awards of up to £500.  Contact the Good
Relations Officer on 028 90494672. (The
same project cannot apply for both Arts and
Good Relations funding)

Community Festivals Fund
Funds are available for festivals in the
Castlereagh area; grants go up to £5000.
Submissions open in April. Contact Alison on
028 9049 4550 or see the council’s website
for more information.

Arts Bursaries

The Ernest Anderson Bursary to 
the Tyrone Guthrie Centre
Our 2009 Bursary was awarded to Helen
Sanlon and we hope to include some of her
work in the next programme. Applications for
2010 will be accepted from January onwards.
Terms and conditions apply.

John Hewitt International 
Summer School Bursary
Anne Harris was awarded the 2009 bursary.
Applications for 2010 will be accepted from
January onwards. Terms and conditions
apply.

Applications for both bursaries will
only be considered from people who
currently live or are currently
working in the Castlereagh Borough
area. For more details contact the
Arts Officer on 028 9049 4566.

system

arts bursaries
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February 17th - 20th

The Centre Stage Company present

THAT WOMAN AT RATHARD
By Sam Hanna Bell
Adapted for the Stage from his Novel
“December Bride”
Subscription £12.00 (Concession £10.00)

An adaptation by Sam Hanna Bell of his novel
December Bride (1951). Sarah Gomartin and
her mother come to work for the Echlin
family. Crisis arises when Andrew, the father,
dies, and Sarah continues to live with the two
brothers, with an increasingly complex
relationship developing between them.

February 25th - 27th

Clarence Players present

DANCING AT LUGHNASA
By Brian Friel
Subscription £8.00 (Concession £6.00)

Brian Friel’s classic tale of 5 spinster sisters
in 1930’s a drama that mixes memory and
desire, humour and piercing sadness, to
create a masterpiece of the stage.

March 3rd - 6th

Belvoir Players present

UNRAVELLING THE RIBBON
By Mary Kelly & Maureen White
Subscription £8.00 (Concession £6.00)

“ Unravelling the Ribbon” is a moving,
frequently hilarious Irish play about three
women and the daily reality of breast cancer.
Frequently funny and insightful,  moving and
heartfelt- a great night out.

March 12th

New Lyric Operatic Company present

BROADWAY BLOCKBUSTER
A Musical Theatre Concert
Subscription £12.00 (Concession £10.00)

Broadway Blockbuster, a vivid insight into the
most popular Broadway musicals throughout
the decades by the New Lyric Operatic
Company.

March 13th

BALLYCOAN PIPE BAND
IN CONCERT
Subscription £8.00 (Concession £6.00)

The band was formed in 1935 and is based in
the Purdysburn section of Belfast, Northern
Ireland. The band actively competes at the
Grade One level and is a member of the
Northern Ireland branch of the Royal Scottish
Pipe Band Association

March 23rd - 26th

Southbank Theatre Company present

TWELFTH NIGHT
By William Shakespeare
Subscription £8.00 (Concession £6.00)

Belvoir Players Studio is proud to offer
Twelfth Night;  one of the great comedy
plays by William Shakespeare. Expect
mistaken identities, cross dressing, love 
and fun. A must see for all theatre fans.

Belvoir Players Amateur Dramatic Society was formed in 1968. With Richard
Mills MBE, at the helm, the group has flourished. The Studio is the envy of every
amateur (and professional) performance space in the province. The Autumn Season
proved to be a resounding success, bringing top quality dramatic and musical 
performance to audiences for a fraction of the price paid in some of the more 
‘established’ venues in Belfast. This season offers more of the same…
Contact: 028 9049 1210 

spring
programme
Professional Visual Arts
Demonstrations, Talks and
Workshops Stye Brae Hall,
Gilnahirk Presbyterian Church 
Castlereagh Arts is proud to support the
work of the Dundonald Art Club through
supporting their programme of visual arts
demonstrations, talks and workshops. All
welcome to attend. During demonstrations
artists show their techniques by working in
front of the audience. Live close up images 
of the artist and their works are projected
onto a screen so that people may see in
detail how the artwork is formed.

3rd February
Aaron Loughran
(Are you sure it’s real?)
One of Ireland’s most exciting young artists
Arron captures the mood both of his
surroundings, and his inner imagination with
his distinctive and atmospheric paintings.
He made his name through the prestigious
Charles Gilmore Gallery in Holywood, Co.
Down.  Arron’s stunning portrait of Peter
Gabriel was shown at the 127 th Royal 
Ulster Academy Exhibition.

17th February
Ray Elwood
(Critique of members work)
Ray Elwood was born in Belfast, now lives 
in Newtownards. He lived in New Zealand,
where he was taught by a Dutch Artist, Paul
van der Berg.  He has won the Percy French
Watercolour Competition and has been
Highly Commended at the Laing Exhibition.
Ray has exhibited at R.U.A. and in a three
man show in Canada. He has work in
collections in New Zealand, the United 
States and the U.K.  In 2009 Ray Elwood 
was Castlereagh Borough Council’s artist 
in residence.

3rd March
Neil Shawcross
(Slide Presentation)
Born in Kearseley, Lancashire, in 1940. Neil
studied at the Bolton College of Art (1955-
1958) and the Lancashire College of Art
(1958-1960). In 1962 he came to Belfast to
be a part-time lecturer at the then Belfast
College of Art and later became a full time

lecturer at the Ulster College of Art and 
Design in 1968. He then proceeded to win
the Academy's Gold Medal no fewer than five
times, between 1978 and 1997. He was made
an academician in 1978, and, more recently,
an associate member of RHA in 2002. 

17th March
Rosemary Gifford
(A touch of Abstract)
Rosemary Gifford is an artist based in
Northern Ireland whose work has been
receiving a local following as well as finding
it's way into private collections in Donegal,
Dublin and Spain.  She is a member of the
Arts Society of Ulster and the Ulster Women's
Artists Society and has been recognised as
winner of the 2009 Arts Society Ulster James
McDonald Prize, and the 2009 USWA
Presidents Prize for Work of Distinction.  Her
paintings can be viewed at the Eakin Gallery
in Belfast and the Yard Gallery in Holywood. 

14 April
David McClelland
(Portrait studies)
A young man starting out in 
a career as an artist, with
expertise in portraiture and 
an interest in cartoon and
commercial art. David
participated in the Chinese
Whispers project in Belfast
2009 and is currently exhibiting
in a Belfast city restaurant.  
This will be David’s first
demonstration to an Arts
Society and Dundonald Arts 
Club are very pleased to offer
the opportunity to him as an up
and coming artist.

5th May
Richard Johnston
(Alternative methods with Acrylics)
Richard took early retirement in 2005
and completed a foundation diploma in
2006 with a distinction in painting.  In
Sept 2007 he held his first solo
exhibition, which was sold out before
opening, and in 2008 was awarded the 
Sir James Kilfedder Bursary.

Information about 
Dundonald Arts
Club
Established in 1973; currently 55 members;
meet twice per month (Sept - May) at 
7.30 pm - 9.30 pm in the Stye Brae Hall of
Gilnahirk Presbyterian Church, first and third
Wednesdays, for Demonstrations, Talks,
Workshops and Presentations by leading
artists and experts; additionally, DAC
arranges outings and exhibitions for its
members; the aim is one of encouraging the
interest and capability of each member in art
and associated subjects, within a good social
cross-community atmosphere. DAC advises
that “Visitors are most welcome to join us at
any of our fortnightly meetings, for up to two

free-of-charge
visits, to taste
the atmosphere
and, hopefully,
to decide to join 
the Club.”

028 9064 9835

seat reservations

spring
theatre
belvoir players
studio theatre

All
performances

start at
8.00pm

028 9049 1210 or

Admission: Free for first 2 events
After that people may choose to join 

Dundonald Arts Club for an annual fee of £25.  

Contact Roy Williamson on 9065 9598 or
Barbara Craig on 9181 5671 for more 

information and directions. 

Bookings not required. 
Refreshments will be served.

First Friday Performance
Due to popular demand, The First Friday
Performance has been re-introduced. 
This takes place on the First Friday of each
month and offers a variety of performance
through different artistic media. Please
come to your Civic Centre opposite
Forestside, to enjoy these lunchtime treats.  

Friday 5th February

Castlereagh Borough Council
Civic Centre, 1.00-2.00pm 
THE KEITH MCVEIGH JAZZ TRIO
Bringing a little Jazz to your lunchtime, the
set will feature original jazz pieces, tuneful
and swinging, occasionally quirky and
challenging.  The music will reflect the
diversity of Keith’s main influences, Miles
Davis and Thelonious Monk.

Friday 5th March

Castlereagh Borough Council
Civic Centre, 1.00-2.00pm 
WOOKALILY(a.k.a. The Frockabilly blues-
grass girls) - Wookalily mix lusciously
captivating harmonies with subtle yet
warmly enveloping instrumentation to
create their own special blend of rootsy
Americana with a hint of Russian folk. 

“Wookalily love their music, they play it
with great panache, and have a unique
steer on the traditions of roots, folk and
Americana.” Stuart Bailie, BBC Radio
Ulster, May 2009 

Friday April 9th

Castlereagh Borough Council
Civic Centre, 1.00-2.00pm 
A PLAY IN THE DAY
Laughter, tears, tantrums, love and hate;
One act plays explore the full spectrum of
human emotion.  Following the success of
our Rehearsed Reading Series, we wish to
entertain you with a short, professionally
produced play.  For more details, please
contact the Arts Officer.

Admission: £3.  Groups, pensioners and
students of £2.  Limited places, bookings
essential. Contact the Arts Officer on 
028 9049 4566.

Dundoanld Association of
Music and Drama present
‘Hazel Kirke’ (Poster in Images)
Having helped with the formation of this
local performing arts group in the late
summer of 2009, we are particularly excited
to see their Premiere production; “Hazel
Kirke” written by American actor and
dramatist Steele MacKaye. Young Hazel
Kirke had promised to marry her father's
benefactor, Squire Rodney, when she was
too young to marry. Fate brings a handsome
young man called Arthur Carringford to
Hazel, and the two have, of course, fall in
love, but the path of true love is never
straight forward…

DAMD was formed in July 2009 by
Dundonaldian home gal Melissa Smith (BA
Drama & Theatre Arts, NUI Cert in Directing
for the Theatre). Melissa has previously
directed for the Grand Opera House
Outreach Project, for amateur companies
such as Belvoir Players,many Youth Drama
productions and has worked as a freelance
facilitator in Scotland, Ireland & NI since
1997. She is very glad to be part of such a
diverse and talented group as DAMD has
proven itself to be.  

DAMD currently has 20 members and has 
a musical ensemble comprising of singers,
violin, guitar and piano players. 
Can you add your
talents to our tunes?

Events

Theatre

For tickets, to join up, or for more information contact Melissa Smith;
Artistic Director of Dundonald Association of Music & Drama    

Dundonald Association 
of Music and Drama 
proudly present their 

debut production

•Hazel Kirke•
a Victorian Melodrama

with Live Music &
Interval Entertainment!

Location:
Dundonald Library,

Church Road

Performance Dates:
25 & 26 Feb 2010

8pm

Admission Free
(Donations Welcome)


